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Jesus was teaching in the tem
ple. H

e told the religious leaders to listen to this 
story: “A landowner planted a vineyard. H

e rented the vineyard to som
e tenants 

and left the country.
“W

hen it was tim
e for the harvest, the owner sent som

e servants to get his 
grapes. But the tenants beat up one servant, killed another, and threw stones at 
a third.

“So the owner sent m
ore servants to his vineyard, but the tenants attacked 

them
, too.

“Finally, the owner sent his son. H
e expected the tenants to respect him

. But 
the tenants threw the son out of the vineyard and killed him

.”
Jesus asked, “W

hen the owner com
es back to the vineyard, what do you think 

he should do to those tenants?”
The religious leaders answered, “They deserve to die!”
Then Jesus said, “So I tell you, G

od’s kingdom
 will be taken away from

 you 
and given to people who do what H

e com
m

ands.”
W

hen the religious leaders heard Jesus’ story, they knew that Jesus was talking 
about them

.

Christ Connection: Jesus told this story to teach the religious leaders about H
im

self. 
G

od sent H
is own Son, Jesus, to earth but the religious leaders rejected H

im
. Jesus is the 

cornerstone—
the m

ost im
portant O

ne of all. O
nly H

e can save us from
 our sin.

D
o you feel any hesitation to trust in Jesus? W

hy or 
why not? W

hat do you know to be true about Jesus 
that m

akes you want to trust in or reject H
im

?
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•   W
hy did the tenants kill the owner’s 

son? W
ho did the son represent?

•   H
ow did the religious leaders treat 

G
od’s Son when H

e cam
e to earth?

•   D
o you think it’s fair that G

od judges 
those who reject Jesus? W

hy or why 
not?
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