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Jesus told a story to som
e people who looked down on others. Jesus said, “Two 

m
en went into the tem

ple to pray. O
ne m

an was a Pharisee. The other m
an was a 

tax collector.
“The Pharisee stood by him

self and prayed, ‘G
od, I thank You that I am

 not 
greedy, dishonest, and unfaithful like other people. I am

 glad I am
 not like that tax 

collector. I fast two days a week and tithe.’
“The tax collector stood far away. H

e d pounded on his chest and said, ‘H
ave 

m
ercy on m

e, G
od! I am

 a sinner!’ ”
Jesus explained that G

od was happy with the tax collector, and H
e forgave 

him
. But G

od was not happy with the Pharisee.
Jesus said, “If you put yourself above others, you will be put down. But if you 

are hum
ble, G

od will honor you.”

Christ Connection: The tax collector knew he needed G
od to forgive him

, and he 
cried out to G

od. Everyone is a sinner who needs forgiveness. Jesus took the punishm
ent 

for our sin by dying on the cross. W
e can cry out to G

od like the tax collector and 
because of Jesus, G

od will forgive us.

D
o you consider yourself “better” or m

ore righteous 
than som

e people because you attend church or 
read your Bible? W

hat does Jesus say about this?
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•   W
hat’s the difference between being 

proud of som
ething and being 

prideful?
•   W

hen do you feel hum
ble?

•   W
hy do you think G

od wants us to 
be hum

ble?
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“Fa
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r, fo
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 m
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 fo
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sinning
 a

g
a

inst Y
o

u.”

“G
o

d
, I th

a
nk Y

o
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“H
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n m
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o
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! I a
m

 a
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r!”
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 o
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o
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r.”
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